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It is also part of our custom to thank 

our staffs and Members. For some this 
sounds routine, but it never should be. 

My thanks go to the ranking mem-
ber, Senator MCCAIN. His leadership 
helped forge this bill through the com-
mittee. 

I next acknowledge our former chair-
man particularly, Senator WARNER, be-
cause of everything he did to make this 
bill possible and to get to the point 
where we are today. Working within 
arm’s reach of JOHN WARNER for the 
past 29 years has truly been one of the 
highlights, if not the highlight, of my 
Senate career. He is truly a good 
friend, not just to me and my wife Bar-
bara but also to this institution and to 
the Nation. He has stood watch over 
national defense for almost three dec-
ades, with unwavering dedication. Be-
fore that, he stood watch because of his 
being Secretary of the Navy. Because 
of his being in the Navy, the Marines, 
he is truly a profile in courage. Next 
year, we promise we will pick up his 
banner. We will carry on in his honor, 
just as he has always done for the Na-
tion. 

I thank our majority leader, Senator 
REID, and his floor staff and give them 
a special word of thanks for giving us 
the time to get this bill to the Senate 
and through the Senate. 

To our committee members, thanks 
for your great work on a bipartisan 
basis the entire year. This bill could 
not have gotten to this point, with all 
of our problems, all the bumps in the 
road—and there are many that lie 
ahead—but we could not have gotten to 
this point without the bipartisan sup-
port of the Armed Services Committee 
and our staff. 

We have one-quarter of the Senate on 
our committee. We have worked to-
gether in committee, and our dif-
ferences on this bill did not divide us, 
as we reported the bill by unanimous 
vote. 

To Charlie Armstrong in the Office of 
the Senate Legislative Counsel, thank 
you for drafting about 300 amendments. 
We wish more of them could have been 
adopted, but, nonetheless, they had to 
be drafted, and we had to do what we 
do, which is to do everything we can to 
get Members’ amendments passed. 

To our committee staff members, 
thank you. That is about all we can 
say. You have earned our thanks and 
the recognition of the Senate for the 
time and dedication you have shown on 
this legislation. Rick DeBobes, who is 
our staff director, and Mike Kostiw, 
who is our Republican staff director, 
and their talented staffs worked amaz-
ingly hard. 

We have a lot of work ahead of us to 
get to the point where we can pass a 
bill in the next couple of weeks. We 
have a huge amount of work. I hate to 
tell them that, but they know it. They 
also know, I hope, how appreciated 
they are. They work 24/7, and they 
work magic, and they always seem to 
believe that sleep is overrated. It is 
not. I hope they can get some in the 

next few days. So thank you to our 
staff. They deserve tremendous rec-
ognition for their professionalism. As 
an expression of the gratitude of the 
members of our committee, I ask unan-
imous consent that the names of the 
members of our staff be printed in the 
RECORD. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 
STAFF OF THE COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

Richard D. DeBobes, Staff Director; Mi-
chael V. Kostiw, Republican Staff Director; 
June M. Borawski, Printing and Documents 
Clerk; Leah C. Brewer, Nominations and 
Hearings Clerk; Joseph M. Bryan, Profes-
sional Staff Member; William M. Caniano, 
Professional Staff Member; Jonathan D. 
Clark, Counsel; Ilona R. Cohen, Counsel; 
David G. Collins, Research Assistant; Chris-
tine E. Cowart, Chief Clerk; Madelyn R. 
Creedon, Counsel; Kevin A. Cronin, Staff As-
sistant; Marie F. Dickinson, Administrative 
Assistant for the Minority; Gabriella Eisen, 
Counsel; Richard W. Fieldhouse, Professional 
Staff Member; Creighton Greene, Profes-
sional Staff Member; Gary J. Howard, Sys-
tems Administrator; Paul C. Hutton IV, Pro-
fessional Staff Member; Mark R. Jacobson, 
Professional Staff Member; Gregory T. Kiley, 
Professional Staff Member; Jessica L. King-
ston, Staff Assistant; Michael J. Kuiken, 
Professional Staff Member; Mary J. Kyle, 
Legislative Clerk. 

Christine G. Lang, Receptionist; Gerald J. 
Leeling, Counsel; Peter K. Levine, General 
Counsel; Thomas K. McConnell, Professional 
Staff Member; Michael J. McCord, Profes-
sional Staff Member; William G. P. 
Monahan, Counsel; David M. Morriss, Minor-
ity Counsel; Lucian L. Niemeyer, Profes-
sional Staff Member; Michael J. Noblet, Pro-
fessional Staff Member; Ali Z. Pasha, Staff 
Assistant; Christopher J. Paul, Professional 
Staff Member; Cindy Pearson, Assistant 
Chief Clerk and Security Manager; John H. 
Quirk V, Security Clerk; Lynn F. Rusten, 
Professional Staff Member; Brian F. Sebold, 
Staff Assistant; Arun A. Seraphin, Profes-
sional Staff Member; Travis E. Smith, Spe-
cial Assistant; Robert M. Soofer, Profes-
sional Staff Member; William K. Sutey, Pro-
fessional Staff Member; Diana G. Tabler, 
Professional Staff Member; Mary Louise 
Wagner, Professional Staff Member; Richard 
F. Walsh, Minority Counsel; Breon N. Wells, 
Staff Assistant. 

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, I yield the 
floor. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader is recognized. 

f 

ADVANCING AMERICA’S PRIOR-
ITIES ACT—MOTION TO PROCEED 

CLOTURE MOTION 
Mr. REID. Mr. President, I move to 

proceed to Calendar No. 894, S. 3297, 
and I send a cloture motion to the 
desk. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented 
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the 
clerk to read the motion. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, hereby move 
to bring to a close debate on the motion to 
proceed to Calendar No. 894, S. 3297, the Ad-
vancing America’s Priorities Act. 

Harry Reid, Max Baucus, Sherrod Brown, 
Thomas R. Carper, Robert Menendez, 
Sheldon Whitehouse, Richard Durbin, 
Ron Wyden, Jon Tester, Patrick J. 
Leahy, Charles E. Schumer, Dianne 
Feinstein, Claire McCaskill, Ken 
Salazar, Benjamin L. Cardin, Daniel K. 
Inouye, Christopher J. Dodd. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I now with-
draw that motion. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The mo-
tion is withdrawn. 

f 

RENEWABLE ENERGY AND JOB 
CREATION ACT OF 2008—MOTION 
TO PROCEED 

CLOTURE MOTION 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I move to 
proceed to Calendar No. 767, H.R. 6049, 
and I believe there is a cloture motion 
at the desk that the clerk will report. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented 
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the 
clerk to read the motion. 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
as follows: 

CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, hereby move 
to bring to a close debate on the motion to 
proceed to Calendar No. 767, H.R. 6049, the 
Renewable Energy and Job Creation Act of 
2008. 

Harry Reid, Max Baucus, Sherrod Brown, 
Thomas R. Carper, Robert Menendez, 
Sheldon Whitehouse, Richard Durbin, 
Ron Wyden, Jon Tester, Robert P. 
Casey, Jr., Patrick J. Leahy, Charles E. 
Schumer, Dianne Feinstein, Claire 
McCaskill, Ken Salazar, Benjamin L. 
Cardin, Daniel K. Inouye, Christopher 
J. Dodd. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I now ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to a period of morning busi-
ness, with Senators allowed to speak 
therein for up to 10 minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. REID. I suggest the absence of a 
quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. BROWN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

THE ECONOMY 

Mr. BROWN. Mr. President, since I 
took office last year, I have held more 
than 115 roundtables in nearly all of 
Ohio’s 88 counties—from Ashtabula to 
Cincinnati, from Bryan the Gallipolis— 
as I bring together 15 or 20 people from 
a community and listen to them talk 
about their hopes and their dreams and 
what we can do together to make Ohio 
a better place and to move this country 
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